
 

Public Art Request for Proposals (RFP): Irvington re-Signed Call to Artists 

For updates on this project, you can follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/irvingtonresigned and on 
Twitter at @Irv_reSigned. Questions? Contact us at heidiungermedia@gmail.com. 

Project Overview 

The community of Irvington (a historic community east of downtown Indianapolis) wishes to replace our hand-
painted “Town of Irvington” sign (a recent victim to age and decay) in the space at 6738 East Washington Street. 
Local artists are invited to submit designs for a replacement sign. The artist whose design is chosen will 
paint/create the new sign, to be installed in October 2016. The current unattractive space (see photos below) will 
also be transformed with native landscaping, enhancing the artist’s work. Landscaping will be accomplished by the 
residents of Irvington. Suggestions for native landscaping/design of the overall space is welcome but not required. 

Honorarium 

The artist chosen to complete this project will receive $1,000, along with a budget of up to $300 for paints and 
supplies. 

Eligibility 

This call is open to central Indiana artists aged 18 and older who can submit original designs, paint/create the sign, 
meet all contractual obligations, and adhere to a strict budget and timeline. Preference is given to artists who live 
or work in the Irvington area and to those whose designs best reflect the spirit and history of the neighborhood. 

History 

Development for what would be Irvington began in 1870, and the town of Irvington was founded in 1873 by 
citizens who valued the arts and a quiet retreat from busy Indianapolis. Beautiful Pleasant Run creek flows 
throughout the community, among winding streets, ancient trees, and historically significant architecture. The 
name “Irvington” was inspired by writer Washington Irving, who wrote “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.” The new 
sign will face east along East Washington Street, and will serve as a welcome to over 10,000 motorists daily to the 
historic Irvington neighborhood. Washington Street is part of the historic National Road, and the sign space once 
sat on the trackless trolley line. You can read a short article about the historic significance of the National Road 
here: irvingtondevelopment.org/the-national-road. 

Site Details 

As shown in the photos below, the original wooden sign (approximately 8 feet long) was mounted to a frame that 
stands approximately 6 feet from the ground and is attached to block masonry with chain link fence in between. 
Ideas for softening the look of the masonry are welcome. The chain link can be removed, but the masonry will 
remain for the sign to be mounted. The mounted sign can stand no taller than the previous sign (about 8 feet). 

http://www.facebook.com/irvingtonresigned
https://twitter.com/Irv_reSigned
http://irvingtondevelopment.org/the-national-road.
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Submissions 

No application or registration fees required. Submit designs, contact info, and a brief bio via the Internet or 
physical mail. 

Electronic: Email your design and contact info to heidiungermedia@gmail.com or upload at 
https://goo.gl/qjS1rp. 
Snail mail: Mail your design and contact info to Irvington re-Signed, 15 N Elizabeth St, Indianapolis, 46219. 
 

Here are some examples of the type of bio we’re looking for. 
 

Julie Cluggish has been tirelessly designing graphic art since she received her B.A. in Visual Communications Design 
from Purdue University in 2010. A recent Irvingtonian, she has fallen in love with the area's history, unique 
festivities, and sense of community. You’ll often find Julie walking her boxer, Rigby, or frequenting the local 
eateries. If you’re interested in Julie’s art, please contact her at cluggish.designs@gmail.com. 

 
Alexa Tindall is a recent IU graduate who works on graphic design for large-scale events in downtown Indianapolis. 
She has been drawing pictures since childhood and feels fortunate to be able to turn her art into a career, and she 
loves giving back to the community by sharing her talent. You can visit Alexa at http://altindal4.wix.com/altindal. 

 
Project Timeline 

Deadline for submissions: August 21, 2016 
Voting: Irvington residents will vote online and at a September event in Irvington. 
Artist notification: September 10, 2016 
Installation date: On or before October 15, 2016 

Additional Considerations 

This photo shows the space with the old sign intact and before removal of the shrubs. We intend to replace the 
existing shrubs with native plants, and we’ll plant small native flowering trees behind the new sign. The masonry 
will be much more visible than it is in this photo. 

  

https://goo.gl/qjS1rp
https://www.facebook.com/jcluggish
mailto:cluggish.designs@gmail.com
http://altindal4.wix.com/altindal
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Notice that the site includes a bus stop. 

 
 
 
Motorists have only seconds to read the sign. 
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Photo of current space 

 
 
Dimensions of the existing frame (to which the sign will be mounted) 


